
FILED '1 : 0CJ O'CLOCK f'<- M 
MARGARETE. LITTLETON, DISTRJCT CLERK 

OCT 2 9 2025 

��� 

IN 81'1/2181h DISTRICT COURT 

OR THE COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF 

ATASCOSA COUNTY, TEXAS 

STANDING ORDER REGARDING FILING OF CIDLD'S BIRTH 
CERTIFICATE IN SIDTS AFFFECTING THE PARENT-CHILD 

RELATIONSIDP 

I. PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY

This Standing Order is issued pursuant to Texas Family Code § 102.008( c-1 ), as amended by the 
89th Legislature, effective September 1, 2025. The purpose of this order is to ensure that all 
original petitions in suits affecting the parent-child relationship ("SAPCR") comply with 
statutory requirements regarding submission of a certified copy of the child's birth certificate or 
other proof of parentage. 

II. APPLICATION r 

1. All originai petitions in SAPCRs, incluiling petitions for divorce with children,
conservatorship, possession or access, child support, termination, and adoption; and

2. Any other pleading initiating a suit that affects the parent-child relationship, except
petitions filed by the Title IV-D agency.

III. COURT ORDER AND REQUIREMENTS

It is ORDERED that: 

1. Certified Birth Certificate Required.
The petitioner shall file with the Court a certified copy of each child's birth certificate, 

if available to the petitioner, at the time of filing the petition. 
2. Filing Under Seal.

The certified birth certificate, or other proof of the identity of the child's parents, must 
be filed under seal and separately from all other pleadings or exlµbits. 

- For e-filings, the filer shall select the "Sealed" document category in the eFileTexas
system. 

-The clerk shall maintain the certificate, or other proof of the identity of the child's
parents, in a confidential portion of the case file, not accessible to the public. 

3. When Certified Copy Not Available.
If a certified copy of the child's birth certificate is not available to the petitioner, the 

petitioner shall: 0 

- .r. 
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C. Child ·Born Outside the Uniiei
f 

States 

l. U.S. Citizen Birth Abroad: Request a copy of the Consular Report of Birth Abroad
(Form FS-240) from the U.S. Department of State:

https://travel.state.gov/conten1/travel/en/records-and-authentications.html. 
Mail Form DS-5542 with $50 fee to: 
U.S. Department of State, Vital Records Section 
44132 Mercure Circle, P.O. Box '1213, Sterling, VA 20166-1213. 

2. Non-U.S. Birth Certificates:

Contact the foreign country's civil registry, embassy, or consulate for a certified copy. 
If not in English, attach a certified translation. 
A foreign record may require an apostille or authentication certificate for use in Texas 

courts. 

V. ISSUANCE AND SERVICE OF THIS STANDING ORDER

The Atascosa County District Clerk shall issue and serve the petitioner with this Standing Order 
in any original suit affecting the parent-child relationship that does not comply with the filing 
requirement of Texas Family Code§ 102.00S(c-l) regarding submission of the child's certified 
birth certificate or alternative proof of parentage. Service may be made in accordance with Rule 
21a or by personal hand delivery to the petitioner or petitioner's attorney at the time of filing. 

VI .. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Standing Order is effective September I, 2025, and applies to every suit affecting the 
parent-child relationship filed on or after that date. It shall remain in effect until modified or 
rescinded by further order of the Court. 

IT IS ORDERED .on the 28TH day of October 2025, 

Judge Bob Brendel, Atascosa County Court at Law 
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